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PAGE 01 OTTAWA 03099 222017Z 
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ACTION EB- 11 

INFO OCT-01 IO-14 ISO-OO AF-10 ARA-16 EA-11 EUR-25 NEA-10 

RSC-01 SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 SPC-03 AID-20 

NSC-10 CIEP-02 TRSE-00 SS-20 STR-08 OMB-01 CEA-02 L-03 

H-03 PA-04 PRS-01 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 COME-OO 

SCEM-02 SCI-06 INT-08 DRC-01 /203 W 

080808 

O 221911Z DEC 73 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2382 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BERN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BONN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LISBON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MADRID IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY OSLO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ROME IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM IMMEDIATE 
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AMEMBASSY TEHRAN IMMEDIATE 
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AMEMBASSY TOKYO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA IMMEDIATE 
USINT ALGIERS IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION GENEVA IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION OECD PARIS IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL OTTAWA 3099 

DEPT PASS USINT BAGHDAD IMMEDIATE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, EFIN, CA 
SUBJECT: OPEC PRICE INCREASE 

REF: STATE 249382; STATE 249803 

1. FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF REFTELS, I MADE DEMARCHE TO EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS UNDER SECRETARY RITCHIE ALONG LINES INSTRUCTED. 

2. RITCHIE SAID THAT GOC SHARES US CONCERN THAT PRICES NOT 
GET OUT OF HAND BUT AT SAME TIME EMPHASIZED THAT MATTER 
COMPLICATED FOR GOC BY FACT THAT CANADA IS ALSO A PRODUCER 
WITH DELICATE INTERNAL RELATIONS WITH ITS PROVINCES OVER OIL 
PRICES. (HE MENTIONED IN THIS CONNECTION THAT NORWAY WAS IN 
SIMILAR POSITION.) IN SUM, RITCHIE INDICATED THAT IT WOULD 

BE HARD FOR CANADA TO "CRUSADE' 1 OR MAKE VERY STRONG APPROACHES 
TO OPEC COUNTRIES. 

3. IN ACTION TERMS. HOWEVER, RITCHIE STATED THAT HE WOULD 
CONSULT WITH OTHER APPROPRIATE GOC OFFICIALS AND WOULD EXPECT 
TO EMPHASIZE TO AMBASSADOR GEORGE IN TEHRAN AND OTHER GOC 
REPRESENTATIVES CANADA'S INTEREST IN OPEC ACTIONS. RITCHIE 

SAID HE WOULD URGE THEM TO BE AS HELPFUL AS OPPORTUNITIES ALLOW 
AND TO KEEP OTTAWA INFORMED. 

4. HE CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT HE HOPED WASHINGTON WOULD 
UNDERSTAND CANADA'S POSSIBLY AMBIVALENT POSITION ON THIS 
PRICING MATTER WHICH PERFORCE HAS RAMIFICATIONS IN OTTAWA'S 
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CURRENT SUBTLE AND DELICATE FEDERAL-PROVINCIAL RELATIONS IN 
THIS AREA. 

JOHNSON 

NOTE BY OCT: NOT PASSED USINT BAGHDAD. 
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